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Ref: FOEN - DRAFT



Date: 2 June 2003

	GLOBAL VIBRATIONS FOR THE FOREST’S SUMMER OF MUSIC

 FILLIN "Subject" \* MERGEFORMAT 


Forestry Commission England today announced the bands for their second weekend extravaganza of music.

As they began setting up for the Status Quo and Jools Holland concerts next weekend (13 and 14 June), they were able to confirm another unique line-up for the weekend of July 25 and 26, with the Beach Boys and Courtney Pine, supported by 70s legend Linda Lewis and the fantastic Brazilian music of Monica Vasconcelos and Nois.

Mike Taylor of Forestry Commission England said:

“This weekend is packed full of chilled musical brilliance – from the memories and feelgood music of the Beach Boys, to the jazz, hip hop and sultry Latin sounds of Courtney and Monica. There is literally something for everyone, but also the recipe for a couple of really special summer evenings in the Forest.”

On Friday 25 July the Beach Boys will be bringing their good vibrations to the Forest. Led by founding Beach Boy Mike Love (who co-authored many of the band’s most popular songs with his cousin Brain Wilson), the band will bring their warm sounds to the Forest stage, and promise a lively stage show to transport you to the sun and sand of California.

The Beach Boys will be supported by Linda Lewis, who’s 1976 single “It’s in his kiss (the shoop shoop song)” projected her from an established singer with a varied range of soul, folk and rock music, to Britain’s first disco diva, and a groundbreaking female black musician.

On Saturday 26  July, the Forest are offering a unique chance to hear two outstanding musicians in their field.

Courtney Pine is one of the country’s pioneering ambassador’s of jazz, who set the jazz scene alight with his debut album in 1987, and since then has embodied the transformation of the British jazz scene. The saxophonist mixes his jazz roots, with influences of R&B, street beats, hip hop, reggae and nu-fusion, and has won legions of fans across the music scene, as well as an OBE for services to Jazz. His knowledge of the scene and musical talents are also put to good use in the Jazz Crusade programme he presents for BBC Radio 2, and shows on Channel 4.

Courtney Pine is currently busy recording his latest album, and the audience will be treated to a unique airing of the material. And to get you in the mood for that, he will be supported by the unique tones of Monica Vasconcelos & Nois. Monica’s voice has been described as “beguiling”, “bewitching” and ”as seductive as whispers carried on the breeze” by national media. The band specialise in the unadulterated sound of Brazil, where the sounds coming from Africa and Europe blend with the native soul to produce a wonderful evening’s entertainment - from Samba to Bossa Nova, Music Popular Brasileria to the more rootsy north-eastern forms.  

Mônica and Nóis are also ambassadors for the forthcoming Sounds of the Forest project which will take place in São Paulo Brazil in September this year.  The project is funded partly by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, and aims to provide an important first step towards introducing themes of sustainable production and certification of timber within the Brazilian music industry, and encourage responsible stewardship over the environment amongst the Brazilian people. 

 Flora and Fauna International, who work closely with Thetford Forest, have sponsored this concert, through their Soundwood programme. It is hoped will provide a platform for promoting awareness of the project and associated conservation issues amongst a UK audience -  the primary end-users of tropical hardwood products and prominent lovers of world music.

Mike Taylor added

“The Forest is the perfect venue for these concerts, and I think we are in for some really amazing evenings of entertainment – but would urge people to book fast. These are all world class acts, and to see them in this setting will be quite an experience.”

Anyone interested in buying tickets can contact the Forestry Commission Telephone Credit Card Hotline on 01842 814 612 (24 hours), or book online at www.wayahead.com (tickets are subject to a booking fee).  Ticket prices are £26 for Status Quo, £24 for Jools Holland. All sites are subject to licence.

FURTHER DETAILS ABOUT AND PICTURES OF ALL THE ARTISTS ARE AVAILABLE FROM GNN EAST, AND INTERVIEWS WITH THEM CAN BE ARRANGED SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY.

PLEASE PUT ANY INTERVIEW BIDS IN TO REBECCA BRITTON AT GNN EAST ON 01223 372 793.

Notes to Editors

1.
Thetford Forest began hosting musical events in 1995, from there the scope and scale of the concerts has grown each year, from local musicians, to international stars like Pulp, and Status Quo. The Thetford team now also co-ordinate music events at Forest venues across the country. The concerts form part of a rich and varied calendar of events at the Forest for all the family – further details of all upcoming events are available from the Forest on 01842 810721. For more information about Forestry Commission England and its activities, log on to its web site at http://www.forestry.gov.uk
2.
Flora and Fauna International work with Forestry Commission England, in raising awareness of forest conservation and the monitoring of species for preservation….(?)

Since it’s foundation in 1903, Fauna & Flora International (FFI) has helped to build today’s global conservation movement, working to save species from extinction, protect habitats from destruction and encourage sustainable development.

FFI’s mission is to conserve threatened species and ecosystems world-wide, choosing solutions that are sustainable, based on sound science and take account of human needs.

SoundWood is an international programme of Fauna & Flora International (FFI) forming part of the Global Trees Campaign a joint initiative with the United Nations Environment Programme World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC). It aims to ensure the long-term supply of speciality timbers for musical instrument manufacture and at the same time promote the links between music and the environment. Over 70 tree species used to make musical instruments are threatened with extinction, including the African Blackwood which is used to make clarinets, oboes and bagpipes, Pau brasil the national tree of Brazil which is used to make violin bows and Indian rosewood which is used to make sitars and guitars. 

Further information about the work of Flora and Fauna International, and the many international programmes it supports are available on the website at www.fauna-flora.org, or contact Mark Day or Milly Ituria on 01223 571000
Issued on behalf of the Forestry Commission by GNN East.

 For more information please contact Rebecca Britton on 01223 372 793 or

 Mike Taylor at FOREST ENTERPRISE direct on 01842 810 721.

