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News release





July 2, 2003

Cambridge, UK

World-renowned musicians play 

Thetford Forest for global tree conservation 

Fauna & Flora International (FFI), the Forestry Commission and two of the world's leading musicians are joining forces to promote action in support of conserving globally threatened trees. On Sunday 26 July, jazz virtuoso Courtney Pine and Brazilian musicians Mônica Vasconcelos and Nóis will perform in the splendid surroundings of Thetford Forest.

Mike Taylor of Forestry Commission England said: 'This is the first time that we have worked with FFI and together we are aiming to bring international forestry conservation to the attention of the British public.'

Courtney Pine is one of the UK's pioneering ambassadors of jazz. He is supported by Mônica Vasconcelos & Nóis, leading Brazilian Jazz musicians here in the UK. 

Mônica & Nóis are ambassadors for the forthcoming SoundWood project Sons da Floresta taking place in São Paulo Brazil in September this year.  SoundWood aims to ensure that stocks of rare timbers used in the production of musical instruments are not exhausted through over exploitation. Sons da Floresta will introduce themes of sustainable production and certification of timber within the Brazilian music industry, and encourage responsible stewardship over the environment amongst Brazilians. 

FFI have sponsored this concert through their SoundWood Programme. It will provide a platform for promoting awareness of the project and associated conservation issues amongst a UK audience - the primary end-users of tropical hardwood products and prominent lovers of world music.

 
The Forestry Commission and FFI present Courtney Pine and Mônica Vasconcelos & Nóis in support of SoundWood on Saturday 26th July 2003 7.30pm (gates open 6pm) at High Lodge Forest Centre (off B1107 between Brandon and Thetford) in the heart of Thetford Forest.


Tickets can be bought by contacting the Forestry Commission Telephone Credit Card Hotline on 01842 814 612 (24 hours), or booking online at www.wayahead.com (tickets are subject to a booking fee).  Available to personal callers at: High Lodge Forest Centre, Brandon, Mildenhall and Newmarket Leisure Centres. Ticket prices are £17. Thetford Forest is subject to licence.
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