
Mahoganies are another extremely valuable
tone-wood, endangered through indiscriminate
logging. The range of true Mahogany
(Swietenia macropylla) stretches from
Central to South America. There
are also several Central African
Mahoganies (Khaya spp.) used for building
musical instruments. Mahogany trees that are
desired for commercial exploitation are often
3–4 hundred years old. 
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Swietenia
macrophylla

Between 1960 and 1990, 20 percent
of all tropical forests were destroyed.

Did you know?
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G L O B A L  T R E E S  C A M P A I G N

Fauna and Flora International (FFI) and the
United Nations
Environment Program-
World Conservation
Monitoring Center (UNEP-
WCMC) have initiated a
partnership called the
Global Trees Campaign.

More than 8,000 tree
species, representing 10
per cent of the Earth’s

tree flora, are threatened
with extinction through woodland and
forest destruction and unsustainable
felling for timber. Trees are flagship
species for ecosystem and landscape con-
servation, and the campaign will enable
local people to rescue endangered species
and maintain sustainable levels of use.

The SoundWood program is a model for
GTC’s international efforts to implement
integrated, comprehensive conservation
plans for a selection of the most critical
8,000 threatened tree species around the
world.

www.unep-wcmc.org

mission is to
conserve
threatened
tree species
used in the

manufacture of musical
instruments. In collaboration
with the music industry, 
harvesters, scientists, gov-
ernments, and consumers,
SoundWood develops com-
prehensive solutions for the
survival of these endan-
gered tree species.

SOUNDWOOD’S  GOALS  ARE  TO :

• Raise awareness, through the
Education Outreach Program, of
the plight of tree species used in
musical instruments;

• Develop forest conservation
strategies in partnership with
Fauna and Flora International’s
specialist teams, other collaborat-
ing organizations, industry repre-
sentatives and local people;

• Promote market-based incentives
to the music instrument manu-
facturing industry that merge 
economic and environmental
objectives;

• Facilitate and promote sourcing
initiatives for high quality timber
from well managed certified
forests;

• Provide technical information and
expertise to those in the musical
instrument trade working to
achieve sustainability.

www.soundwood.org
soundwood.us@fauna-flora.org

415.346.7412

S U P P O R T I N G  A G E N C I E S

FAUNA & FLORA INTERNATIONAL

Fauna and Flora International (FFI) was
founded in 1903 and is the world’s
longest established conser-
vation organization. 

Fauna and Flora
International 
acts to conserve
threatened species
and ecosystems
world-wide, choosing solutions that are sus-
tainable, are based on sound science and
take account of human needs.

FFI achieves this through working with local
partners and scientists, building local capabil-
ities and a commitment to long-term sustain-
ability of conservation achievements. FFI cur-
rently has projects in over sixty countries
around the world.

www.fauna-flora.org

FOREST STEWARDSHIP
COUNCIL (FSC): FSC is an
independent, non-
profit, non govern-
mental organization
founded in 1993. FSC
supports environmen-
tally appropriate,
socially beneficial and
economically viable
management of the
world’s forests.
“Forest management
shall conserve biologi-
cal diversity.”

FOREST CERTIFIERS:
SmartWood, Skal, SCS,
SGS and Woodmark.

CONVENTION ON
BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY
(CBD): An international
agreement signed at
the Rio Summit 1992,
which commits mem-
ber countries to the
conservation of bio-
logical diversity, the

sustainable use of its
components and the
fair and equitable
sharing of benefits
arising out of the uti-
lization of genetic
resources.

CONVENTION ON
INTERNATIONAL TRADE
IN ENDANGERED SPECIES
OF WILD FAUNA AND
FLORA (CITES):
Objective of CITES is
to protect species of
wild fauna and flora
against overexploita-
tion through interna-
tional trade, by means
of international coop-
eration.

TRAFFIC: aims to help
ensure that wildlife
trade is at sustainable
levels and in accor-
dance with domestic
and international laws
and agreements.

Richard and Rhoda
Goldman Fund
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FAUNA & FLORA
I n t e r n a t i o n a l

Sitka spruce has excellent acoustic properties
and is highly valued for making instruments.
The trees that are sought after for tone woods
are 2-3 hundred years old, making conserva-
tion of the species a top priority. Mature trees
reach 70-90 meters in height and grow mainly
in coastal forests of western North
America in habitats rich with mosses, deer
and horsetails.
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Maple is a very common wood for making
necks for guitars. Bigleaf maple generally
grows in moist soil conditions near
riverbeds or lakes where the land is coarse.
Although not an endangered tree, its habitat is
often home to other common tone woods red
alder, western redcedar and its seeds and twigs
are often the food for squirrels, mice and deer.
It is important to manage forests sustainably
so that all wildlife benefits.

Koa is a beautiful tree endemic to the
Hawaiian Isles.  50 species of endemic
insects have evolved around this tree and
many native birds that are severely endangered
have depended on it. The Koa tree is in
decline but the demand for its wood is not,
which puts a tremendous strain on the species.

Mpingo is the common (Swahili) name for this
tree, which only attains harvestable size in
East Africa. Mpingo grows sparsely in dry
tropical forests on the savannah. Virtually all 
processed timber comes from Tanzania
and Mozambique and there is a grow-
ing concern of the sustainability of the species
on a commercial level.

Ebonies are native to many parts of the tropics
in the Americas, Africa and Asia.
Ebony trees in virtually all regions have
become endangered through over exploitation
and some are already extinct. In particular,
most mature ebony trees throughout India, 
Sri Lanka, Indonesia and Madagascar have
been removed. The pressure on habitats and
popularity of the wood for musical instru-
ments has increased the use of even small 
and immature trees, making prospects for
regeneration extremely difficult.  

Rosewoods comprise 100 species, distributed
in many tropical regions of South and
Central America, Africa, India
and Southeast Asia. Brazilian rose-
wood (Dalbergia nigra) is so close to extinc-
tion that there is now a global trade ban. The
situation is almost as dire for other rosewood
species, particularly Honduras rosewood (D.

stevensonii), Indian rosewood (D. latifolia)

and Cocobolo (D. retusa).  Despite interna-
tional recognition of green felling bans,
demand is so high that illegal trade continues.

Pau Brasil (Pernambuco) is highly sought after
for making bows for stringed instruments.
Endemic to the Atlantic Rainforest,
it has become extinct in many regions of the
country. It is important to not allow this
species to be restricted to pictures and books.
Projecto Pau-Brasil and SoundWood are work-
ing to keep this from happening through edu-
cation and conservation.
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Caesalpinia
echinata 

Dalbergia
spp.

Diospyros
spp. 

Dalbergia
melanoxylon

Redwood trees are native to the Pacific
Coast region of California and Oregon.
Redwood trees reach heights of 200-300 feet
with diameters of 6 to 12 feet and can be
thousands of years old. It is a High Conser-
vation Value Tree (HCVF), meaning that it is
a high priority for habitat conservation.
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Sequoia 
sempervirensAcacia koa 

Acer 
macrophyllum

Picea
sitchensis
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What do trees have to do with music?
working to conserve trees
used to make music

INDIA

Stringed instruments such as violins, violas, cellos, and double basses have been made
from woods from what are now endangered trees, for centuries. There have been

very few alternatives to using European and Sitka Spruce, Rosewood, and Ebony.
The supply and quality of these woods has greatly diminished over the last

thirty years leaving woods like Sri Lankan Ebony and Brazilian Rosewood
added to the critically endangered list.

stringedinstruments

BACK, NECK, SCROLL, RIBS, BRIDGES Maple, Sycamore 

FINGERBOARD African Blackwood, Ebony 

PEGS, TAILPIECE Ebony, Boxwood, Rosewood 

TABLE European Spruce, Sitka Spruce 

Drums are probably the most symbolic of all wood instru-
ments. They are closely linked to the forests, which the

woods come from to build them.
Used in rituals and music all over

the world, they have an essen-
tial role in culture and give an

important voice to the trees and
habitats. Often decorated

with symbolic carv-
ings of local

peoples, they
are true
ambassadors
between
nature and
man.

drums

TALKING DRUM, DJEMBE Bubinga, Mahogany 

BONGOS, CONGA Maple, Mahagony, Siam Oak 

DRUM KITS Maple, Ash, Mahogany, Birch, Cherry 

The piano is an
instrument of

many woods.
Unlike the guitar,

the woods are
usually veneered or
painted over so their

grain and visual identity are
hidden. The soundboard is a crucial

part of the instrument and old
growth Sitka Spruce has been

traditionally used to build them.
The casework, belts, and backs

have been made from a
large variety of woods

ranging from Mahogany, Oak,
Walnut, Beech, Baltic Redwood

and Sitka Spruce.

BACKS Hemlock, Sitka Spruce 

CASEWORKS Imbuya, Mahogany, Oak, Sapele, Utile, Walnut 

SOUNDBOARD AND BARS Canadian Spruce, European Spruce, Sitka Spruce 

GRAND RIMS AND BELTS Baltic Whitewood, Cherry, Mahogany, Makore, Obeche 

GRAND LEGS Baltic Redwood, Beech, Mahogany Acoustic and electric
guitars, including ukeles,
are beautiful instruments

that are made from woods
from all over the world.
Very often the different

components are made from
endangered woods.  The

trees are often old growth
hardwoods ranging in
age from 100-400

years old. The
woods are sought

after, by luthiers, for
their tonal qualities

and beautiful
grains.

SOUNDBOARD Cedar, Redwood, Sitka Spruce 

BACKS, SIDES Cherry, Koa, Mahogany, Rosewood, Walnut 

FINGERBOARDS Ebony, Indian Rosewood 

NECKS Maple 

guitars

Clarinets, oboes, bagpipes and other
woodwinds have traditionally been made

from one type of wood, African
Blackwood (mpingo). This tree is endemic

to Central and Southern Africa — Mozambique and
Tanzania primarily.  SoundWood has had a very

comprehensive conservation project underway in the
Miombo woodland for five years.

WOODWINDS African Blackwood 

woodwinds

958 MALAYSIA 551 INDONESIA 462 BRAZIL 346 TANZANIA 342 PERU 322 JAMAICA 313 INDIA 304 SRI  LANKA 295 PANAMA 283 COLOMBIA 

The 10 countries with the most endangered tree species

North America/Europe
Temperate

Central America/
Tropical

South America/ 
Tropical

Brazilian 
Rainforest

Central Africa/ 
Tropical

Southern Africa/ 
Dry Tropical

Southern Asia/ 
Tropical

Pacific Islands/ 
Tropical

Tree Species
Habitats

Almost half of the orginal forest cover
on Earth — 3 billion hectares — has been lost.

Did you know?
Did you know?

There are only 655 Mountain
Gorillas left in the world.

Did you know?

The global timber trade is.
worth 70 billion dollars a year.pianos

Did you know?

Virgin tropical forest is disappearing at a rate equivalent
to the area of one football field every two seconds.

Other tone wood trees SoundWood is concerned about include the
critically endangered Maracauba (Platymiscium spp.) and Lignum vitae (Guaiacum spp.). 


